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% Celebrate our anniversary with a series of special events fm_“e

throughout the summer all leading up to a Fall celebration!

Left at the Library
Thursday, May 23 at 6pm / Registration begins May 1st

Over 160 years the Library has been gifted unique and historically significant
items that reflect not only American history, but our local community and the
people who have lived here. Did you know that the Library has two original
George Washington signed documents? Or three hand-written signed letters by
Torrington native, John Brown. How about a glass collection donated by the

TORRINGTON LIBRARY

EN 3ING « ENRICHING « EMN E £

famed Coe Family? Learn about the hidden treasures that have been left at the
library throughout our 160 year history. ,‘ IBRARY
Historic Headlines at the Library DIGITIZATION PROJECT / \IL6Q
» - AN &
Friday, June 21st at 11am / Registration begins June 1st
Imagine opening your business during the height of a Civil War, and months later the EVERY EDITION OF THE REGISTER Kia.\:# !\ [¢]
. ———— S +] President of the United States is assassinated. Imagine that same business surviving
L X 12 AN 16 through two World Wars, the Great Depression, Prohibition, multiple United State’s CITIZEN SINCE 1874 ONLINE u"wwm
£ 4he e | presidents, the sinking of Titanic, the War on Terror, the invention of moving 150 YEARS OF HISTORY AT YOUR - prominontivrciig
i pictures, the talking pictures, and finally a global pandemic, just to name a few FINGERTIPS
historic events. We’ll explore the historic headlines that captivated a nation during
the Library’s 160 years. This is a must see for history buffs and library lovers! ® Using an online database with more accurate

= search capabilities.
ST Mot weiaw nemh em ey Working on a genealogy project and being able to

160 Years of Retail Stores in Torrington A PARTNERSHIP [0 Conn_satumosy Momwing resnoany ] quickly search for an obituary.
Thursday, July 18th at 6pm / Registration begins July 1st PRESENTATION WITH OISR ST M ao P s A

] X having easy access to primary sources and
Stars, Woolworths, Quality Shop, Reibmans, Caldor, Haymarket Square, Mr. Bs... firsthand accounts of our owns iiléstone
all of these stores bring back retail nostalgia! The Torrington Historical Society moments.
will give a special presentation on the stores that made Torrington! Then we Owning a business and being able to quickly
want to hear YOUR stories! What a great way to celebrate Torrington!

Torrin ton
I Historical Society

compile a history from newspaper articles dating
back 150 years.
Browsing for your family's name only to unearth

Keep An Eye Out for

MADE POSSIBLE BY WITH ADDITIONAL SUPPORT BY

These Future

MULLER FUND

FOR COMMUNITY SUPPORT

The Men (and Women) Who Built the Library
Friday, August 9th at 11am / Registration begins July 15th

In 1864 a group of men in Torrington gathered to do something good for the community. That
good was building a Library. Who were these men that built the Torrington Library and how did
| they build an institution from the ground up? Join us as we look back at not only these men,
but various other citizen committed their time and resources to Torrington and the Library,
helping it remain one of the oldest institutions in Torrington.

Torrington Savings

el ) ot s - Events/Happenings!
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Found at the Library

A 160" Anniversary Event



Throughout our 160 years in
Torrington, the Library has acquired a
variety of historical items. In some
cases, we know the donor and date of
donation. Unfortunately, and in many
cases, we do not know when or by

whom the item(s) were donated.

ltems were simply left at the Library.

Here is a glimpse at the fun and unique

items we have in the Library. Enjoy!




By His ExcELLENCY
*GEORGE WASHINGTON,; Esq;
General and Commander in Chief of the Forces of the
United States of America.
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The Library has a collection of original, Early
American historical documents available for scholarly
or personal research. With a generous donation for
the Lucia Tuttle Fritz Fund, a fund of
the Northwest Connecticut Community Foundation
we were able to scan and frame a large portion of

these documents.

The framed documents are located in the Large
Print Room on the 1st Floor and are available to
view during library hours. By displaying these items,
all residents of Torrington and the Northwest Corner
have the opportunity to view historically significant

documents free of charge.
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November 1781




In this letter, Washington is upset that an able-bodied
troop doesnot have the supplies it needs to be readied and
is ordering them back to Philadelphia, where he is
requesting that the government provide the men what
they need.

Wa s hi n g letbten Gspeaks about sending troupes to
Nathanial Greene.

Less well known is the fact that nearly all of the supply
problems faced by the Continental army during that
winter had existed since the very first weeks of the war
and would continue to plague the army in the years
following .

Inadequate administrative procedures, a scarcity of money
and the failure of credit, a weak transportation system,
and a lack of manufacturing all combined with the natural
obstacles of geography and weather to create frequent
shortages of food, clothing, tents, and other military
supplies throughout the war.

Critical shortages of arms and ammunition, clothing,
shelter, and camp equipment persisted in spite of repeated
appeals to political authorities and the local population ;
food rations for both man and beast were unpredictable .
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Letter written letter by John Burgoyne, 1777

#y Ko
s 22 y b ; .
7L ///n,/ A o sl

1 v o e Podleee 2o/
o /,//;,/, A ,/M///lw e i

e g he e At b = Gp Bk This particular letter is chastising the rebels and

i N i K

s P e e A threatening them with the power of his troops and the

Vrirosecr e lmrs ;//1-'/././.\_,‘//(,/ ‘&",/’Nl/#/

BSR4 '”"’“/”//77 A Y native Americans he has on his side. He praises the

W /;// //mf/ Paln Y S /Zé = ///*”7’/”[/’/" {
Vs 59 N o 1/,.,;1/, .*tﬂﬁ../..»mz}v/w

et put b 4 loyalists and is venomous towards the loyalists. His letter

we! ) e Yoreeinf, ‘/}*/ ?/ﬁj AH s  Bos /
: A, e
o, RN ,// ‘V/’" o

Aot oy A ) A dipn I's much more threatening th

5 ; P-Loshfatiors =7
i) o e Laorioifed ,,'../,n ////,,"//”( ,,,,/r;///;,,,.,,.,,./,/,,// -

s G itk ey = s promises famine and death to those you support the

e to W refbdioes
crrreitly At mint He i L e N é,// B i, whe ol /5"//' /

nr Arl ww it Dt o L o i b revolution.

/;,,1‘,,(/“”-/ r/%l/u ...
// erre /oﬂ,y,«/ / //‘//{//,wﬂ

espairrs
‘._;z S S //’/»»-f/ wax/. i £ ,41’—4-/?

) s re? W rerres BT
o Ji Harm et or g //,.a/m o e Lomsecicrreee of Piecn

J Al oo i Lorrfpold oo ey %o et/ o ,z//,; e e ///n/4

B &y Hawe o T ﬁx//«,& s A fodl frroiors o7 Jlaltle Dpieiplonf Yelved)
| UP J »{74/4’ i it sl Bl
Aol srrernid fo 5 ey /(avf// s over K il st o O f

L o Zr/r/?h'
,,.,,/// . A fon 7/¢, G Aoy sy pooets Jf by o Blfor by of ot S Ry
% ollesse ekl bl /,4/,,,,,,.//1_/;’«,/1;///4‘ 1/4{%//—-104’
f:. 2 e 7 M
.f/ Ao // /xa/,,,r/d/t/ s ,///;.L/ o E A gty &
7 pur A r//,m//// Pleorning Haev (of -
4 // - /,« % P

z
,z._u/.'.z,z.,é,,,m oy e fgad o ,,,,/.//”/ "y
fe //,/ 4 ,;( i ,J/.{//).w,/f/w i
- o 7 frikidl) oy Becrrme
/ /, i SRt o oeriest £ e F 0
// /////// ,/,,/,;/ Lo T oot v Hicer Gt
e i Greatl s Fei //14,“/},4«/ rierdy aiy -

okl v Aol / it Hy . /[/
Fre Ry 7 /;//ﬁr 7//.&// e ';/ oz
dercitly ecroneeist % At Gperstirrw iy’ Ao v
z;,,;,/a,//,ﬂ//; )li»/ln////d,{ :
: L srerecy, f R br i 15
rrcht of Rraciin % - A,/,////‘/t, ey J?
E /,1 Arshcere ///-//,/7(// Lk

/gca/ﬂ/mwjﬁ/mtfi zeas, ﬁ, foiteas %mz/%/ml/ slierbwer e ] 7% ',///
r»«‘/(o—;/% 7:«!:47 {%/Z,MW / ./hwau&/gw//rﬂ/f;ﬂ’ % %/ %nu %z 7%”%/4‘”44
Zrree/ W/ 2. t"""/% u/f/!gﬂa/éﬂé % /./:j/ ‘/é@//%d%wl’f%n/

s oty Ao //»

,/7/“4-470 72”//// hlmfﬂ%vr/ﬂflé/b%’pv?%%&f/”/ﬂ)
K”% f/ é“’”& s ’7”/” =D L / (%ZA .Laf ﬂ;m

Ly Grlons s leelloeens e Gk
/ / zﬂ /r,r -// t/ /

s L‘,A;// B oroe St Covrer
fodetvirbisfy S fewee donld
i a2 ,,;/M
e//’:’};” / //1 /i e %o //7 o Hreld S e /ey

it 2o s clr ¥ vrcr TR He Rarier D Loarrr i of

Pk




John Burgoyne, (born 1722 Sutton, Bedfordshire,
Englandii died June4, 1792 London), is a British general
best remembered for his defeat by superior American
forces in the Saratoga (New York) campaign of 1777
during the American Revolution.

After serving with distinction in the Seven Year s
War (1756963), Burgoyne was elected to the House of
Commons in 1761and again in 1768 Assigned to Canada
in 1776as a major general, he entered into an offensive in
which British armies.

Bur g o yforce éaptured Fort Ticonderoga, New York,
on July 6, 1777, but, after reaching the Hudson River, was
fought to a standstill by a much larger army commanded
successively by General Philip  Schuyler and
General Horatio Gates, who were brilliantly assisted by
Brigadier General Benedict Arnold .

Exhausting his food and ammunition and receiving no aid
from, Burgoyne had to surrender to Gates north
of SaratogaSprings on October 17, 1777.



Benjamin Talmadge Letters
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Personal letter to a Reverend, written by Tallmadge on May 25, 1799 in Litchfield




Explanation of Estate Letter written by
Tallmadge on October 6, 1820in Litchfield
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Transfer to Sale written to B. Tallmadge by Jonathan
Frisby on October 1, 1802in Litchfield




Benjamin Tallmadge, (February 25, 1754March 7, 1835,
American Continental Army officer who oversaw
the Representatives

Tallmadge attended Yale University, from which he
graduated with Nathan Hale in 1773

In November 1778 Gen. George Washington directed
Tallmadge to organize an intelligence service to operate in
British-occupied New York City. The service, known as the
Culper Spy Ring, provided accurate and frequent
Intelligence to Washington regarding the disposition and
activity of British troops in and around New York City for
the remainder of the war. Tallmadge continued to serve in
the dragoons and to manage the Culper Ring for the
duration of the war. He managed the service so well that
the British never discovered any of the Ri n giéntbers.

After the war, Tallmadge operated a dry-goods store, B.
Tallmadge and Company, in Litchfield, Connecticut,
speculated in land in Ohio, and served as a Federalist
congressmanfor his Connecticut district from 1801to 1817
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Letter written letter by
Daniel Webster, circa 1857

Regarding the gift of a gold pen from Peter Harvey.

He thanks Mr. Harvey for it and then writes that it the
onlyone heisabletouse. Wedre guessi
made by the Washington Medallion Pen Company.




Daniel Webster (January 18, 17820ctober 24, 1852 was
an American orator and politician who practiced
prominently asalawyer before the U.S. Supreme Court
and served asa U.S,, a U.S. senator, and U.S. secretary
of state.

During the first generation after his death, former
abolitionists and their sympathizers, remembering
We b s t suppors of the Compromise of 185Q often
pictured him as a man whose career had come to ruin
becauseof his character defects.

The memoirs of Pres. John Quincy Adams, published
in the 187Gs, contained a reference to 0 t hg&antic
intellect, the envious temper, the ravenous ambition,
and the rotten heart of Daniel Webster.o

Meanwhile, his former friends recalled him as the |
0 godIDiak e arhan of irresistible charm aswell as
surpassing statesmanship.

Some writers said his patriotic phrases inspirited the
Union during the Civil War, and certainly Abraham
Lincoln echoed a number of those phrases. (Britannica

Online).



Letter written letter by James Madison, circa 1815
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JamesMa d i s tetted ®ncerns the sale of wine, which he made
and sold.

The wines of JamesMadison were transported and stored in both
wooden casks and bottles. His wine was ordered both within
America and from Europe. In both casesthe long journey involved
stagesof transit and storage, both of which could involve loss from
theft, adulteration, or damage. JamesMadison was aware of this
danger and even took the time to write JamesMonroe to secure his
wine against 0 e v espegies of casualty by land as well as by
wa t e The packaging and marking of the wine thus depended
upon the container.

He would have bottled his wine in the cellar of his Virginia home,
or at the Pr e si dHoose.0James Ma d i s dathérs James
Madison Sr., used wine bottles that had personalized glasssealson
them. Some of the seals bore his initials and others his
name. JamesMadison used wine bottle sealsaswell.

Unfortunately, we do not know how JamesMadison organized his
bottles. There are no surviving orders for wine bottles, corks, and
sealing wax nor descriptions of how he marked his bottles. Wine
bottle seals were useful in distinguishing privately bottled wine
from that which was purchased in bottle. Soit is possible James
Madison employed various methods such as color coded wax,
chalk marks on bottles, and even tags tied on with strings to
identify his own bottled wine.




John Brown Letters
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Two letters written by John
Brown to John Cook regarding
the sale of cows because Brown
was leaving on an expedition to

Kansas.

Hand written letter by
John Brown, October 1854

Hand written letter by John
Brown, August 1854

Hand written letters by
John Brown, 1855




Episodes in the Life of John Brown pencil sketch by Arthur Covey, 1937




Arthur Sinclair Covey (June 13,
1877 1 February 5, 1960) was an
American muralist whose
paintings  depicted industrial
workers doing their jobs.

He was commissioned in 1936 by
the Federal Arts Project Section
to paint a mural in Torrington .

"Episodes in the Life of John
Brown" painted in 1937 by Arthur
Covey. The murals have been
moved to the "new" PO on Elm
Street.




Land deed transferring property
from Mr. Elisha Turner to the
Torrington Library, 1899




Physical
Collection




The Board Room

This room features The Holley Gun Collection . Mr.
Horace Holley was paralyzed from the waist down at age
16 when he fell from a trapeze.

He spent two years at New Haven Hospital for
treatment then returned home. He lived with his brother
in Westchester, VA and returned to Torrington years
later . He traveled frequently, including to Cuba and
Jamaica. He passedaway in 1903 at the age of 43.

A newspaper history of the library in 1932 by Mrs. A.J.
Barker read, o | early nineties the heirs of Horace
Holley placed in the Turner museum his collection of
small arms and stuffed birds and animals, thereby
giving pleasure to the people of Torrington .
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The children thought the alligator is their own and like
to look at the gila monster, with its tradition that when
alive and a pet of Holley's, its diet was one hard-boiled [ } i

egg a week.6 s V=




Atop the bookshelf at the back of the Board Room
opposite thefireplace is a Solar Time Globe. The top
dial is for the hour and the bottom dial is for the
minute. It was patented by Theodore Ruggles Timby,
circa. 1863. Only 600 were manufactured.

This room features our local history collection, which is
accessibleto all patrons within the library . The entire
collection is catalogued and in our online system. Books
from this collection cannot be taken from the library .

Portraits include Elisha Turner (large and to the right of
the gun collection), John H. Brooks (above the fireplace)
IssacW. Brooks (right of the fireplace and closestto solar
time globe), and JamesAlldis (right of the fireplace and
closestto secretary desk).




