
Keep An Eye Out for 

These Future 

Events/Happenings!



Found at the Library
A 160 th  Anniversary Event



Throughout our 160 years in 

Torrington, the Library has acquired a 

variety of historical items. In some 

cases, we know the donor and date of 

donation. Unfortunately, and in many 

cases, we do not know when or by 

whom the item(s) were donated.  

Items were simply left at the Library.  

Here is a glimpse at the fun and unique 

items we have in the Library. Enjoy!



Early 
American 

Documents



The Library has a collection of original, Early 

American historical documents available for scholarly 

or personal research. With a generous donation for 

the Lucia Tuttle Fritz Fund, a fund of 

the Northwest Connecticut Community Foundation , 

we were able to scan and frame a large portion of 

these documents.

The framed documents are located in the Large 

Print Room on the 1st Floor and are available to 

view during library hours. By displaying these items, 

all residents of Torrington and the Northwest Corner 

have the opportunity to view historically significant 

documents free of charge.



November 1781

George Washington 
Letters



In  this  letter,  Washington  is upset  that  an able-bodied 

troop  does not  have the  supplies  it  needs to be readied  and 

is ordering  them  back to Philadelphia,  where  he is 

requesting  that  the  government  provide  the  men what  

they  need. 

Washingtonõs letter  speaks about  sending troupes  to 

Nathanial  Greene. 

Less well  known  is the  fact  that  nearly  all  of the  supply  

problems  faced by the  Continental  army  during  that  

winter  had existed  since the  very  first  weeks of the  war  

and would  continue  to plague the  army  in  the  years 

following . 

Inadequate  administrative  procedures, a scarcity  of money 

and the  failure  of credit,  a weak transportation  system, 

and a lack  of manufacturing  all  combined with  the  natural  

obstacles of geography and weather  to create frequent  

shortages of food, clothing,  tents,  and other  military  

supplies  throughout  the  war . 

Critical  shortages of arms  and ammunition,  clothing,  

shelter,  and camp equipment  persisted  in  spite  of repeated 

appeals to political  authorities  and the  local population ; 

food rations  for  both  man and beast were unpredictable .



Signed 

Discharge

George Hotlman  served 

for 7 years from a New 

Jersey regime.  He made 

is through the entirety of 

the War, which ran from 

Apr 19, 1775 ðSep 3, 

1783. Holtman was 

released in June of 1783. 

The war was almost 

officially over by 

September 1781 after the 

battle of York Town, but 

British troops didnõt 

really begin to evacuate 

until 1782and the Treaty 

of Paris wasnõt signed 

until September 3, 1783.  



Letter written letter by John Burgoyne, 1777

This particular letter is chastising the rebels and 

threatening them with the power of his troops and the 

native Americans he has on his side.  He praises the 

loyalists and is venomous towards the loyalists. His letter 

is much more threatening than Washingtonõs and 

promises famine and death to those you support the 

revolution.  



John Burgoyne , (born 1722, Sutton, Bedfordshire,
Englandñdied June 4, 1792, London), is a British general
best remembered for his defeat by superior American
forces in the Saratoga (New York) campaign of 1777
during the American Revolution .

After serving with distinction in the Seven Yearsõ
War (1756ð63), Burgoyne was elected to the House of
Commons in 1761and again in 1768. Assigned to Canada
in 1776as a major general, he entered into an offensive in
which British armies.

Burgoyneõsforce captured Fort Ticonderoga, New York,
on July 6, 1777, but, after reaching the Hudson River, was
fought to a standstill by a much larger army commanded
successively by General Philip Schuyler and
General Horatio Gates, who were brilliantly assisted by
Brigadier General Benedict Arnold . 

Exhausting his food and ammunition and receiving no aid
from, Burgoyne had to surrender to Gates north
of SaratogaSprings on October 17, 1777.



Benjamin Talmadge Letters

Personal letter to a Reverend, written by Tallmadge on May 25, 1799 in Litchfield



Explanation of Estate Letter written by 

Tallmadge on October 6, 1820in Litchfield

Transfer to Sale written to B. Tallmadge by Jonathan 

Frisby on October 1, 1802in Litchfield



Benjamin Tallmadge , (February 25, 1754-March 7, 1835),
American Continental Army officer who oversaw
the Representatives. 

Tallmadge attended Yale University, from which he
graduated with Nathan Hale in 1773. 

In November 1778, Gen. George Washington directed
Tallmadge to organize an intelligence service to operate in
British -occupied New York City . The service, known as the
Culper Spy Ring, provided accurate and frequent
intelligence to Washington regarding the disposition and
activity of British troops in and around New York City for
the remainder of the war . Tallmadge continued to serve in
the dragoons and to manage the Culper Ring for the
duration of the war . He managed the service so well that
the British never discovered any of theRingõsmembers.

After the war, Tallmadge operated a dry -goods store, B.
Tallmadge and Company, in Litchfield, Connecticut,
speculated in land in Ohio, and served as a Federalist
congressmanfor his Connecticut district from 1801to 1817.



Regarding the gift of a gold pen from Peter Harvey. 

He thanks Mr. Harvey for it and then writes that it the 

only one he is able touse. Weõre guessing the pen was 

made by the Washington Medallion Pen Company.  

Letter written letter by 

Daniel Webster, circa 1857



Daniel Webster (January 18, 1782-October 24, 1852) was

an American orator and politician who practiced

prominently asa lawyer before the U.S. Supreme Court

and served as a U.S., a U.S. senator, and U.S. secretary

of state. 

During the first generation after his death, former

abolitionists and their sympathizers, remembering

Websterõssupport of the Compromise of 1850, often

pictured him as a man whose career had come to ruin

becauseof his character defects. 

The memoirs of Pres. John Quincy Adams, published

in the 1870s, contained a reference to òthegigantic

intellect, the envious temper, the ravenous ambition,

and the rotten heart of Daniel Webster.ó 

Meanwhile, his former friends recalled him as the

ògodlikeDaniel,óa man of irresistible charm as well as

surpassing statesmanship. 

Some writers said his patriotic phrases inspirited the

Union during the Civil War, and certainly Abraham

Lincoln echoed a number of those phrases. (Britannica

Online) .



Letter written letter by James Madison, circa 1815



JamesMadisonõsletter concerns the sale of wine, which he made
and sold. 

The wines of JamesMadison were transported and stored in both
wooden casks and bottles. His wine was ordered both within
America and from Europe. In both casesthe long journey involved
stagesof transit and storage, both of which could involve loss from
theft, adulteration, or damage. JamesMadison was aware of this
danger and even took the time to write JamesMonroe to securehis
wine against òeveryspecies of casualty by land as well as by
wateró. The packaging and marking of the wine thus depended
upon the container.

He would have bottled his wine in the cellar of his Virginia home,
or at the PresidentõsHouse. James Madisonõsfather, James
Madison Sr., used wine bottles that had personalized glasssealson
them. Some of the seals bore his initials and others his
name. JamesMadison used wine bottle sealsaswell .

Unfortunately, we do not know how JamesMadison organized his
bottles. There are no surviving orders for wine bottles, corks, and
sealing wax nor descriptions of how he marked his bottles. Wine
bottle seals were useful in distinguishing privately bottled wine
from that which was purchased in bottle. So it is possible James
Madison employed various methods such as color coded wax,
chalk marks on bottles, and even tags tied on with strings to
identify his own bottled wine .



John Brown Letters



Hand written letter by 
John Brown, October 1854

Hand written letter by John 
Brown, August 1854

Hand written letters by 
John Brown, 1855

Two letters written by John 

Brown to John Cook regarding 

the sale of cows because Brown 

was leaving on an expedition to 

Kansas.



"Episodes in the Life of John Brown" painted in 1937 by 

Arthur Covey.

Episodes in the Life of John Brown pencil sketch by Arthur Covey, 1937



Arthur Sinclair Covey (June 13,
1877 ïFebruary 5, 1960) was an
American muralist whose
paintings depicted industrial
workers doing their jobs. 

He was commissioned in 1936 by
the Federal Arts Project Section
to paint a mural in Torrington . 

"Episodes in the Life of John
Brown" painted in 1937 by Arthur
Covey. The murals have been
moved to the "new" PO on Elm
Street. 



Land deed transferring property 

from Mr. Elisha Turner to the 

Torrington Library, 1899



Physical 
Collection



The Board Room
This  room features  The  Holley  Gun  Collection .  Mr . 

Horace Holley  was paralyzed  from  the waist  down at  age 

16 when he fell  from  a trapeze. 

He spent two years at  New Haven  Hospital  for  

treatment  then  returned  home. He lived  with  his  brother  

in  Westchester,  VA and returned  to Torrington  years 

later .  He traveled  frequently,  including  to Cuba and 

Jamaica . He passed away in  1903 at  the  age of 43.  

A newspaper  history  of the  library  in  1932 by Mrs . A.J. 

Barker  read, òIn early  nineties  the  heirs  of Horace 

Holley  placed in  the  Turner  museum  his  collection  of 

small  arms  and stuffed  birds  and animals,  thereby  

giving  pleasure  to the  people of Torrington .  

The children  thought  the  alligator  is their  own and like  

to look at  the  gila  monster,  with  its  tradition  that  when 

alive  and a pet of Holley's,  its  diet  was one hard -boiled 

egg a week.ó



Atop the bookshelf at the back of the Board Room 

opposite thefireplace  is a Solar Time Globe. The top 

dial is for the hour and the bottom dial is for the 

minute. It was patented by Theodore Ruggles Timby, 

circa. 1863. Only 600 were manufactured. 

This room features our local history  collection, which  is 
accessible to all patrons within  the library . The entire 
collection is catalogued and in our online system. Books 
from  this collection cannot be taken from  the library . 

Portraits include  Elisha Turner  (large and to the right  of 
the gun collection), John H. Brooks (above the fireplace) 
Issac W. Brooks (right  of the fireplace and closest to solar 
time globe), and James Alldis  (right  of the fireplace and 
closest to secretary desk). 


