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Barbara 
How to be an American Housewife by Margaret Dilloway 
5 out of 5 Stars / Staff Picks 

A lively and surprising novel about a Japanese woman with a closely guarded 
secret, the American daughter who strives to live up to her mother's standards, 
and the rejuvenating power of forgiveness. 

How to Be an American Housewife is a novel about mothers and daughters, and 
the pull of tradition. It tells the story of Shoko, a Japanese woman who married 
an American GI, and her grown daughter, Sue, a divorced mother whose life as 
an American housewife hasn't been what she'd expected. When illness prevents 
Shoko from traveling to Japan, she asks Sue to go in her place. The trip reveals 
family secrets that change their lives in dramatic and unforeseen ways. Offering 
an entertaining glimpse into American and Japanese family lives and their 
potent aspirations, this is a warm and engaging novel full of unexpected insight. 

Jessica 
The Storyteller by Jodi Picoult 
5 out of 5 Stars/ FIC PIC 

Some stories live forever . . . 

Sage Singer is a baker. She works through the night, preparing the day’s breads 
and pastries, trying to escape a reality of loneliness, bad memories, and the 
shadow of her mother’s death. When Josef Weber, an elderly man in Sage’s 
grief support group, begins stopping by the bakery, they strike up an unlikely 
friendship. Despite their differences, they see in each other the hidden scars that 
others can’t, and they become companions. 

Everything changes on the day that Josef confesses a long-buried and shameful 
secret—one that nobody else in town would ever suspect—and asks Sage for an 
extraordinary favor. If she says yes, she faces not only moral repercussions, but 
potentially legal ones as well. With her own identity suddenly challenged, and 
the integrity of the closest friend she’s ever had clouded, Sage begins to 
question the assumptions and expectations she’s made about her life and her 
family. When does a moral choice become a moral imperative? And where 
does one draw the line between punishment and justice, forgiveness and 
mercy? 



In this searingly honest novel, Jodi Picoult gracefully explores the lengths we will 
go in order to protect our families and to keep the past from dictating the 
future. 

Linda 
The Supremes at Earl’s All-You-Can-Eat by Edward Kelsey Moore 
3.5 out of 5 stars / FIC MOO 
 
Meet Odette, Clarice, and Barbara Jean. . . 
            
Earl’s All-You-Can-Eat is home away from home for this inseparable Plainview, 
Indiana, trio.  Dubbed “the Supremes” by high school pals in the tumultuous 
1960s, they weather life’s storms together for the next four decades. Now, during 
their most challenging year yet, dutiful, proud, and talented Clarice must 
struggle to keep up appearances as she deals with her husband’s humiliating 
infidelities. Beautiful, fragile Barbara Jean is rocked by the tragic reverberations 
of a youthful love affair. And fearless Odette engages in the most terrifying 
battle of her life while contending with the idea that she has inherited more than 
her broad frame from her notorious pot-smoking mother, Dora. 

Through marriage, children, happiness, and the blues, these strong, funny 
women gather each Sunday at the same table at Earl’s diner for delicious food, 
juicy gossip, occasional tears, and uproarious banter. 

With wit and love, style and sublime talent, Edward Kelsey Moore brings together 
four intertwined love stories, three devoted allies, and two sprightly earthbound 
spirits in a big-hearted debut novel that embraces the lives of people you will 
never forget.  

Holly 
Veil of Roses by Laura Fitzgerald 
4 out of 5 stars/ FIC FIT 

Tamila Soroush wanted it all. But in the Islamic Republic of Iran, dreams are a 
dangerous thing for a girl. Tami abandons them…until her twenty-seventh 
birthday, when her parents give her a one-way ticket to America, hoping she 
will “go and wake up her luck.” If they have their way, Tami will never return to 
Iran…which means she has three months to find a husband in America. Three 
months before she’s sent back for good. 

From her first Victoria’s Secret bra to her first ride on a motor scooter to her first 
country line-dance, Tami drinks in the freedom of an American girl. Inspired to 
pursue her passion for photography, she even captures her adventures on film. 
But looming over her is the fact that she must concede to an arranged marriage 



before her visa expires. To complicate matters, her friendship with Ike, a young 
American man, has grown stronger. And it is becoming harder for Tami to ignore 
the forbidden feelings she has for him. 

It’s in her English as a second language class that Tami finds a support system. 
With the encouragement of headstrong Eva, loyal Nadia, and Agata and Josef, 
who are carving out a love story of their own, perhaps Tami can keep dreaming 
– and find a way to stay in America. 

“A gorgeously authentic voice. Fitzgerald’s narrative is infused with wit, warmth 
and compassion. Of you like cross-cultural books, you won’t want to put this 
down.” – Kavita Daswani, author of Salaam, Paris 
“In this winning debut, Fitzgerald has crafted the powerful story of one woman’s 
courage to look beyond the life that she has been given – a poignant and 
uplifting novel full of charm, wit and grace.” – Beth Kendrick, author of 
Nearlyweds 

 

May 2013 
 
Holly 
Prisoner of Birth by Jeffrey Archer 
4.5 out of 5 stars/ FIC ARC 
 
 If Danny Cartwright had proposed to Beth Wilson on any other day, he would 
not have been arrested and charged with the murder of his best friend. But 
when the prosecution witnesses happen to be a group of four upper-crust 
college friends—a barrister, a popular actor, an aristocrat, and the youngest 
partner in an established firm’s history—who is going to believe Danny’s side of 
the story? 
 
Danny is sentenced to twenty-two years and sent to Belmarsh prison, the 
highest-security jail in the land, from where no inmate has ever escaped. But 
Spencer Craig, Lawrence Davenport, Gerald Payne, and Toby Mortimer all 
underestimate Danny’s determination to seek revenge—and the extent to 
which his fiancée Beth will go in pursuit of justice. 
 
 
Elaine 
Contagious by Johan Berger 
Five out of Five Stars 658.8342B  
 
What makes things popular? 



 
If you said advertising, think again. People don’t listen to advertisements, they 
listen to their peers. But why do people talk about certain products and ideas 
more than others? Why are some stories and rumors more infectious? And what 
makes online content go viral?  
 
Wharton marketing professor Jonah Berger has spent the last decade answering 
these questions. He’s studied why New York Times articles make the paper’s own 
Most E-mailed List, why products get word of mouth, and how social influence 
shapes everything from the cars we buy to the clothes we wear to the names 
we give our children. In this book, Berger reveals the secret science behind 
word-of-mouth and social transmission. Discover how six basic principles drive all 
sorts of things to become contagious, from consumer products and policy 
initiatives to workplace rumors and YouTube videos.  
 
Contagious combines groundbreaking research with powerful stories. Learn how 
a luxury steakhouse found popularity through the lowly cheese-steak, why anti-
drug commercials might have actually increased drug use, and why more than 
200 million consumers shared a video about one of the seemingly most boring 
products there is: a blender. If you’ve wondered why certain stories get shared, 
e-mails get forwarded, or videos go viral, Contagious explains why, and shows 
how to leverage these concepts to craft contagious content. This book provides 
a set of specific, actionable techniques for helping information spread—for 
designing messages, advertisements, and information that people will share. 
Whether you’re a manager at a big company, a small business owner trying to 
boost awareness, a politician running for office, or a health official trying to get 
the word out, Contagious will show you how to make your product or idea 
catch on. 
 
Linda 
Cross Roads by Wm. Paul Young 
4.5 out of 5 Stars / LP YOU 
 
Anthony Spencer is egotistical, proud of being a self-made business success at 
the peak of his game, even though the cost of winning was painfully high. A 
cerebral hemorrhage leaves Tony comatose in a hospital ICU. He 'awakens' to 
find himself in a surreal world, a 'living' landscape that mirrors dimensions of his 
earthly life, from the beautiful to the corrupt. It is here that he has vivid 
interactions with others he assumes are projections of his own subconscious, but 
whose directions he follows nonetheless with the possibility that they might lead 
to authenticity and perhaps, redemption. The adventure draws Tony into deep 
relational entanglements where he is able to 'see' through the literal eyes and 
experiences of others, but is "blind" to the consequences of hiding his personal 
agenda and loss that emerge to war against the processes of healing and trust. 



Will this unexpected coalescing of events cause Tony to examine his life and 
realize he built a house of cards on the poisoned grounds of a broken heart? Will 
he also have the courage to make a critical choice that can undo a major 
injustice he set in motion before falling into a coma? 
 
Jessica 
Forever by Peter Hamill 
4 out of 5 Stars / FIC HAM 
 
This widely acclaimed bestseller is the magical, epic tale of an extraordinary 
man who arrives in New York in 1740 and remains ... forever. Through the eyes of 
Cormac O'Connor - granted immortality as long as he never leaves the island of 
Manhattan - we watch New York grow from a tiny settlement on the tip of an 
untamed wilderness to the thriving metropolis of today. And through Cormac's 
remarkable adventures in both love and war, we come to know the city's buried 
secrets - the way it has been shaped by greed, race, and waves of immigration, 
by the unleashing of enormous human energies, and, above all, by hope. 
 
Barbara 
Some Danger Involved by Will Thomas 
5 out of 5 Stars / Staff Picks 
 
An atmospheric debut novel set on the gritty streets of Victorian London, Some 
Danger Involved introduces detective Cyrus Barker and his assistant, Thomas 
Llewelyn, as they work to solve the gruesome murder of a young scholar in 
London's Jewish ghetto. When the eccentric and enigmatic Barker takes the 
case, he must hire an assistant, and out of all who answer an ad for a position 
with "some danger involved," he chooses downtrodden Llewelyn, a gutsy young 
man with a murky past.  
 
As they inch ever closer to the shocking truth behind the murder, Llewelyn is 
drawn deeper and deeper into Barker's peculiar world of vigilante detective 
work, as well as the heart of London's teeming underworld. Brimming with wit 
and unforgettable characters and steeped in authentic period detail, Some 
Danger Involved is a captivating page-turner that introduces an equally 
captivating duo. 
 
 

June 2013 
 
Barbara J. 
A Dog's Life by Peter Mayle 
5 out of 5 Stars / Staff Pick 



 
Woof! Woof! After so many books by our two-legged "best friends" that try to 
decipher our "secret lives", it's so nice to have someone of our kind tell it like it 
really is. A dog's life can be very a good one indeed, especially if you are as 
lucky as the hero of our story to find an aimable human companion like Mayle, 
author of A Year in Provence (LJ 4/1/90), and Hotel Pastis (LJ 9/1/93). In this 
charming, if at times too cutsey, memoir, Boy, a shaggy but highly intelligent 
canine of mysterious lineage (we never use the politically incorrect "mutt"), 
recounts his humble beginnings with his 12 siblings, his abandonment by his 
mother and later by his unpleasant owner, and his wanderings through th 
Provencal countryside until he is adopted  by the Mayles (an event also 
recounted in Toujours Provence, LJ 51/1/91). Judging from Edward Koren's 
drawings, what Boy lacks in devasting good looks is made up  by his plucky 
personality. Canine lovers as well as francophiles and fans of Mayle's books will 
enjoy this. I give it three paws. 
 
Jessica H. 
The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern 
Five out of Five Stars / FIC MOR 
 
The circus arrives without warning. No announcements precede it. It is simply 
there, when yesterday it was not. Within the black-and-white striped canvas 
tents is an  utterly unique experience full of breathtaking amazements. It is 
called Le Cirque des Rêves, and it is only open at night. 
But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is underway-a duel between two 
young  magicians, Celia and Marco, who have been trained since childhood 
expressly for  this purpose by their mercurial instructors. Unbeknownst to them, 
this is a game in which only one can be left standing, and the circus is but the 
stage for a remarkable battle of imagination and will. Despite themselves, 
however, Celia and Marco tumble headfirst into love-a deep, magical love that 
makes the lights flicker and the room grow warm whenever they so much as 
brush hands. 
 
True love or not, the game must play out, and the fates of everyone involved, 
from the cast of extraordinary circus per-formers to the patrons, hang in the 
balance, suspended as precariously as the daring acrobats overhead. 
 
Written in rich, seductive prose, this spell-casting novel is a feast for the senses 
and the heart. 
 
Linda W. 
The Guernsey literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and 
Annie Barrow 
4 out of 5 stars/ FIC SHA 



 
" I wonder how the book got to Guernsey? Perhaps there is some sort of secret 
homing instinct in books that brings them to their perfect readers." January 1946: 
London is emerging from the shadow of the Second World War, and writer Juliet 
Ashton is  looking for her next book subject. Who could imagine that she would 
find it in a letter from a man she's never met, a native of the island of Guernsey, 
who has come across her name written inside a book by Charles Lamb.... 
As Juliet and her new correspondent exchange letters, Juliet is drawn into the 
world of this man and his friends-and what a wonderfully eccentric world it is. 
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society-born as a spur-of-the-moment 
alibi when its  members were discovered breaking curfew by the Germans 
occupying their island-boasts a charming, funny, deeply human cast of 
characters, from pig farmers to phrenologists, literature lovers all. 
Juliet begins a remarkable correspondence with the society's members, learning 
about their island, their taste in books, and the impact the recent German 
occupation  has had on their lives. Captivated by their stories, she sets sail for 
Guernsey, and what she finds will change her forever. 
 
Written with warmth and humor as a series of letters, this novel is a celebration of 
the written word in all its guises, and of finding connection in the most surprising 
ways. 
 
Elaine P. 
NOS4A2 by Joe Hill 
Five out of Five Stars / FIC HIL 
 
NOS4A2 is a spine-tingling novel of supernatural suspense from master of horror  
Joe Hill, the New York Times bestselling author of Heart-Shaped Box and Horns. 
 
Victoria McQueen has a secret gift for finding things: a misplaced bracelet, a 
missing photograph, answers to unanswerable questions. On her Raleigh Tuff 
Burner bike,  she makes her way to a rickety covered bridge that, within 
moments, takes her wherever she needs to go, whether it's across Massachusetts 
or across the country. 
 
Charles Talent Manx has a way with children. He likes to take them for rides in  
his 1938 Rolls-Royce Wraith with the NOS4A2 vanity plate. With his old car, he 
can slip right out of the everyday world, and onto the hidden roads that 
transport them to an astonishing - and terrifying - playground of amusements he 
calls "Christmasland." 
 
Then, one day, Vic goes looking for trouble-and finds Manx. That was a lifetime  
ago. Now Vic, the only kid to ever escape Manx's unmitigated evil, is all grown  



up and desperate to forget. But Charlie Manx never stopped thinking about 
Victoria 
McQueen. He's on the road again and he's picked up a new passenger: Vic's 
own son. 
 

 
July 2013 

Teen Books! Special Summer Edition from Jessica 
 
Looking for Alaska by John Green 
 
Before. Miles "Pudge" Halter is done with his safe life at home. His whole life  
has been one big non-event, and his obsession with famous last words has only 
made him crave "the Great Perhaps" even more (Francois Rabelais, poet). He 
heads off  to the sometimes crazy and anything-but-boring world of Culver 
Creek Boarding School, and his life becomes the opposite of safe. Because 
down the hall is Alaska Young. The gorgeous, clever, funny, sexy, self-destructive, 
screwed up, and utterly fascinating Alaska Young. She is an event unto herself. 
She pulls Pudge into her world, launches him into the Great Perhaps, and steals 
his heart. Then. . . .After. Nothing is ever the same. 
 
Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher 
 
Clay Jensen returns home from school to find a strange package with his name 
on  it lying on his porch. Inside he discovers several cassette tapes recorded by 
Hannah Baker - his classmate and crush - who committed suicide two weeks 
earlier. Hannah's voice tells him that there are thirteen reasons why she decided 
to end her life. Clay is one of them. If he listens, he'll find out why. Clay spends 
the night crisscrossing his town with Hannah as his guide. He becomes a 
firsthand witness to Hannah's pain, and learns the truth about himself-a truth he 
never wanted to face. Thirteen Reasons Why is the gripping, addictive 
international bestseller that has changed lives the world over. It's an unrelenting 
modern classic. 
 
Shelter Me by Alex McAulay 
 
Maggie Leigh just wants to be a normal teenager, but when German bombs 
tear apart London during World War II, her ultra-religious mother sees the 
destruction as divine punishment. She sends Maggie to a remote boarding 
school in coastal Wales, supposedly to keep her safe, but also to keep her in 
line. The school is creepy, the headmistress is a lunatic, and the students range 
from spoiled rich girls to speechless trauma victims. 
 



Who Done It? An Anthology 
 
A star-studded anthology with a devilish hook, whose proceeds benefit 826nyc: 
the fabulous literacy non-profit founded by Dave Eggers. Can you imagine the 
most cantankerous book editor alive? Part Voldemort, part Cruella de Vil (if she 
were a dude), and worse in appearance and odor than a gluttonous  farm pig? 
A man who makes no secret of his love of cheese or his disdain of unworthy 
authors? That man is Herman Mildew. The anthology opens with an invitation to 
a party, care of this insufferable monster, where more than 80 of the most 
talented, bestselling and recognizable names in YA and children's fiction learn 
that they are suspects in his murder. All must provide alibis in brief first-person 
entries. The problem is that all of them are liars,  all of them are fabulists, and all 
have something to hide... 
 
Divergent by Veronica Roth 
 
In Beatrice Prior's dystopian Chicago world, society is divided into five factions, 
each dedicated to the cultivation of a particular virtue-Candor (the honest), 
Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the peaceful), and 
Erudite (the intelligent). 
On an appointed day of every year, all sixteen-year-olds must select the faction 
to which they will devote the rest of their lives. For Beatrice, the decision is 
between staying with her family and being who she really is-she can't have 
both.  So she makes a choice that surprises everyone, including herself. 
 
During the highly competitive initiation that follows, Beatrice renames herself  
Tris and struggles alongside her fellow initiates to live out the choice they have 
made. Together they must undergo extreme physical tests of endurance and 
intense  psychological simulations, some with devastating consequences. As 
initiation transforms them all, Tris must determine who her friends really are-and 
where, exactly, a romance with a sometimes fascinating, sometimes 
exasperating boy fits into the life she's chosen. But Tris also has a secret, one she's 
kept hidden from everyone because  she's been warned it can mean death. 
And as she discovers unrest and growing conflict that threaten to unravel her 
seemingly perfect society, she also learns that her  secret might help her save 
those she loves . . . or it might destroy her. 
 
Debut author Veronica Roth bursts onto the YA scene with the first book in the 
Divergent series-dystopian thrillers filled with electrifying decisions, heartbreaking 
betrayals, stunning consequences, and unexpected romance. 
 

August: From Elaine 
 



Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger 
Five out of Five Stars / FIC KRU 
 
New  Bremen, Minnesota, 1961. The Twins were playing their debut season,  ice-
cold root beers were selling out at the soda counter of Halderson's  Drugstore, 
and Hot Stuff comic  books were a mainstay on every barbershop magazine 
rack. It was a time of innocence and hope for a country with a new, young 
president. But for  thirteen-year-old Frank Drum it was a grim summer in which 
death  visited frequently and assumed many forms. Accident. Nature. Suicide.  
Murder. Frank begins the season preoccupied with the concerns of any  
teenage boy, but when tragedy unexpectedly strikes his family- which  includes 
his Methodist minister father; his passionate, artistic mother;  Juilliard-bound older 
sister; and wise-beyond-his-years kid brother- he  finds  himself thrust into an adult 
world full of secrets, lies,  adultery, and betrayal, suddenly called upon to 
demonstrate a maturity  and gumption beyond his years. 
 
Told from Frank's perspective forty years after that fateful summer, Ordinary 
Grace is a brilliantly moving account of a boy standing at the door of his young  
manhood, trying to understand a world that seems to be falling apart  around 
him. It is an unforgettable novel about discovering the terrible  price of wisdom 
and the enduring grace of God. 
 
The Sunshine When She's Gone by Thea Goodman 
Five out of Five Stars / FIC GOO 
 
One  frigid, January morning in Manhattan, a new father, racked by sleep  
deprivation, decides to let his wife sleep in - then spontaneously flees  lower 
Manhattan with the baby for a weekend in the Caribbean. It wasn't  a 
kidnapping, he wasn't leaving his wife; he just wanted to spend a  little time with 
the baby and give his wife  a break. When the wife  awakes, truly rested for the 
first time in nearly a year, she feels  great - and embarks on a city adventure as 
misguided in its own way as her husband's impulsive escape. Told from the 
couple's alternating  points of view, the story unfolds across one life-changing 
long weekend.  The wife tries to recapture who she was before the baby. The 
husband  struggles to care for his daughter – far from the special homemade  
formula and high-end diapers she requires. Parenting had seemed like  such a 
doable idea - until they tried to do it. Lucky, highly educated Americans, this 
couple barely survives making the first real sacrifice  of their lives. But survive it 
they do, in a hilarious, touching, tour de force debut about passion, 
ambivalence, and love. "Thea Goodman's  astute debut novel poses the 
question, What if you were to step out of  your embedded life? And her 
discerning mind answers it with a tale of  Manhattanites more inextricably bound 
together than they might imagine."  - SUSAN MINOT, author of Evening "From its 
first alarming domestic  scene to its far-from-inevitable, unbearably true 



conclusion, The  Sunshine When She's Gone is a faultless portrait of a marriage in 
crisis  and the precarious paths  we all must take to keep our lives in balance.  
Ever been in love? This book will shake you, jolt you, wake you up to  life." - 
PATRICK SOMERVILLE, author of The Cradle and This Bright River  "Thea Goodman 
has made something I would've thought impossible: an  edge-of-your-seat 
narrative about parenting a small child. Her emotional  investment in her 
characters is complete as they confront each other,  themselves, and the heavy 
weight of new love." - NELL FREUDENBERGER,  author of The Newlyweds 
 
Boondocking: A Novel by Tracy Bauer 
Five out of Five Stars / FIC BAU 
 
Boondocking  through the lower 48?traveling by recreational vehicle from one  
temporary campsite to another?isn't exactly the American Dream, nor are  the 
Vaeths the ideal family. They embark on this peripatetic lifestyle  to keep their 
granddaughter,  Rita, from her unstable father, Melvin, who  accidently killed 
Rita's mother while driving under the influence of  angel dust. Pulling up roots 
and leaving their ranch-style home in  Baltimore wasn't the retirement the 
Vaeths had envisioned, but this  rackety senior citizens' version of On The Road-
meets-Travels with  Charley has its peculiar charms. Rita thrives and decides to 
keep on  moving, even after reuniting with her strange, disaffected father, now  
living in an Idaho survivalist compound. In this surprising gem of a  first novel, 
Bauer (Working Women and Other Stories, LJ 8/95) writes  with a fresh eye for the 
minutiae of everyday life, reminiscent of  Barbara Kingsolver and Bobbie Ann 
Mason.?Jo Manning, formerly with Reader's Digest Lib. 
 
Kitchen Confidential by Anthony Bourdain 
Five out of Five Stars / 92 Bourdain 
 
A  deliciously funny, delectably shocking banquet of wild-but-true tales  of life 
in the culinary trade from Chef Anthony Bourdain, laying out his  more than a 
quarter-century of drugs, sex, and haute cuisine-now with  all-new, never-
before-published material. 
  
 


