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Pino
Peter Arturo Pino was born in 1922 in Asti, Italy. He earned a degree in art
and design eventually opening his own advertising business. In 1954, he
moved to the United States after being sponsored by his aunt who lived in
Staten Island, New York. He found work as a magazine cover designer for
Divagando Magazine. After visiting a friend in Torrington, he came to love
the friendliness and sense of community, eventually relocating to
Torrington. In 1956 he co-founded a commercial art business, Rite-Way
Sign Company. After approximately 10 years, he established his own shop -
Peter Pino Advertising and Art Service - designing signs, floats, and art
restoration. He shared his talents with the community creating Nativity sets
in the downtown store front windows during the Christmas season as well
as designing theater sets for the Torrington Civic Theater. He also designed
Torrington’s 250th Anniversary coin in 1990. After retirement, he
developed a passion for ecclesiastical art restoring statues including those
at Sacred Heart Church and St. Peter’s Church. He completed the
restoration of the murals at the well-known Venetian Restaurant. He was
honored to serve as Torrington’s Mayor of the Day in 2012. Peter lived in
Torrington with his wife Maria. They had one son, Dr. Paolo Pino,
daughter-in-law Cristina and two grandchildren, Lorenzo and Matteo.
Peter died in May of 2019.
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In February 2024, Peter Pino’s portrait of Abraham Lincoln was donated
to the Torrington Library by his son, Dr. Paolo Pino. The painting
originally hung in Pino’s studio on Fowler Avenue in Torrington.  The
portrait now hangs in the Ronda and Harold Burns Program Room. 

Dr. Pino also donated his
father’s  hand crafted replica of
Charles Darwin’s exploration
ship the H.M.S. Beagle, which
took Peter over 450 hours to
complete using eight different
types of wood. 

The replica can also be found in
the Ronda and Harold Burns
Program Room.
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