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Artist profile and newspaper articles provided courtesy of
Dr. Paolo Pino and the Pino family.
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Arust Profile

Peter Arturo Pino was born in 1922 in Asti, Italy. He earned a degree in art
and design eventually opening his own advertising business. In 1954, he
moved to the United States after being sponsored by his aunt who lived in
Staten Island, New York. He found work as a magazine cover designer for
Divagando Magazine. After visiting a friend in Torrington, he came to love
the friendliness and sense of community, eventually relocating to
Torrington. In 1956 he co-founded a commercial art business, Rite-Way
Sign Company. After approximately 10 years, he established his own shop -
Peter Pino Advertising and Art Service - designing signs, floats, and art
restoration. He shared his talents with the community creating Nativity sets
in the downtown store front windows during the Christmas season as well
as designing theater sets for the Torrington Civic Theater. He also designed
Torrington’s 250th Anniversary coin in 1990. After retirement, he
developed a passion for ecclesiastical art restoring statues including those
at Sacred Heart Church and St. Peter’s Church. He completed the
restoration of the murals at the well-known Venetian Restaurant. He was
honored to serve as Torrington’s Mayor of the Day in 2012. Peter lived in
Torrington with his wife Maria. They had one son, Dr. Paolo Pino,
daughter-in-law Cristina and two grandchildren, Lorenzo and Matteo.
Peter died in May of 2019.



In February 2024, Peter Pino’s portrait of Abraham Lincoln was donated
to the Torrington Library by his son, Dr. Paolo Pino. The painting
originally hung in Pino’s studio on Fowler Avenue in Torrington. The
portrait now hangs in the Ronda and Harold Burns Program Room.

Dr. Pino also donated his

father’s hand crafted replica of

Charles Darwin’s exploration
ship the H.M.S. Beagle, which
took Peter over 450 hours to

complete using eight different

types of wood.

The replica can also be found in
the Ronda and Harold Burns .-ff”

Program Room.
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In the Community

Newspaper articles provided courtesy of
Dr. Paolo Pino and the Pino family.
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Peter Pino shows coins he designed
for Torrington’s 250th anniversary.
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By ELIZABETH MIX
Republican-American

TORRINGTON In Peter Pino's thick
Italian accent, the word “art” winds up
sounding like “heart.”

It's appropriate.

The emotion Pino pours inte his work is
tantamount to his life’s blood. Art is not just
his career.

A native of the northern Italian town of
Asti, he's now sharing his gift with his
adopted town of Turringmn He designed
the logo for the 250th anniversary coins and
mugs, and he has given it free to the eity.

“To me, it is an honor,” he said. *“T am
proud to be asked to design for Torrington.”

The logo depicts the house where aboli-

t John Erown was born in 1800, and
sther side shows Torrington Christmas
, began in 1947, which provides holi-

day gifts to needy children.
i ning logo, I think, how

0 people know Torrington? If it was New
York, people think Statue of Liberiy. Here,
John Brow wn," he said.

Torrington iz not the first town Pino has
immortalized with a loge. The design on
bottles of Asti Spumante wine is Pino's. The
38-year-old logo, still cireulated worldwide
today, depicts the towers of Asti — in Italy

store fromt window, hes attracted a lot of attention from

a' -l

cted from the Terrington

t to adopted hometown

Do you know & good neighbor?
Let us know by calling Howard
_ % B Feldingal264-5554.

G ood neighbors

the city is known as the city of 100 towers.
Pino was honored by the city of Asti for his
creation.

He was born in the small city in 1924, and
was drawing before he entered school.

“I remember I could not reach the table,
50 I us chair as my table and stood next
to it and made pictures,” he said.

In 1940, he graduated from the university
in Asti, where he studied art. But World
War II intruded on his artistic aspirations,
and he joined the Italian navy.

He remembers deyastation and looting
during the Nazi oc ion, and when the
Nazis surrendered, [taly was in ruins and
economic chaos.

An aunt and uncle in New York City invit-
ed him to America. He agreed, but red tape
at the immigration offices held him up for
ning years.

During that waiting time, Pino began a
logo and design business. By 1954, when im-
migration authorities gave him the green

light to come to America, he had a thriving
business going in Astl, and a difficult deci-
sion to make.

“I finally said I better try the United
States,” he zaid. “I didn't want to disappeint
my aunt after she tried for nine years."”

He hated New York City. He didn’t know
the language at all, and the hugeness and
impersonality frightened him.

“I figured all cities in America were like
New York,” he said. “You go on a sidewalk
and you get almost killed with a car.”

So he resolved to returm to Italy. Bui
first, he thought he'd just give one more city
a try, and he came to Terrington on a
friend's invitation.

“In Torrington, people say hello, they like
me, and I like them," he said.

He met and married his wife, Marie, and
they had a son, Paul,

In 1957, Pino opened the Peter Pino Ad-
veriising and Art Service on Wall Street in
Torrington. He created loges for businesses,
painted murals, and restored statues for
churches. He recently retired, but still takes
on an assignment now and then.

“I love the town,” he said. “If T didn't af-
ter 36 years, I better take my suitcase and
g0 away.”
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An artist
at work

Torringlon ariist Feter Pino
carefully adds detail to toa 18-
font high mural of Christ which
he ia paisting over the main
altar of 5t. Joseph's Church in
Winsted. Plne has spent much
of his Lime during the past Lwo
weeks atop the 30-foot scaffold,
slowly creating his mural. He
expecls lo complele the work
during the next few days.
{Register photes by Rich
Heebe)
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In St. Joseph’s Church

m:?lgﬁlnc:rrtllf; ;ﬁerp.';u:m, v;:nmlmc’red recanily in 5t. Jeseph's Church here by
~ino, 15 almest 10 feet high from head to foot, Pj

preliminary scale portrait to the Rev. Alexius Mulrenan, pastar of 51 Sl i

Mulrenan says he's e pen

. =Yk eph’s. Rev,
: o very pleased™ with the mural, which is abave and

L=l d tha

aint Joseph Church
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‘ Write of Passage

Torrington, CT's Write Way Signs celebrates its golden anniversary.

T]'LE sign industry’s transformation
within the last 25 w 30 years, from
handerafted 1o CAS methods and
materials, is undeniable, From first-
generation plotters, such as the
Gerber Signmaker I, to wday's
achanced models, o inkjet printing
and CHC routers, aulomation has
replaced hand tools, emamels or
waterbased paings, mahl sticks and
brushes as a commercial signshop's
primary tools. Remaining solvent
thraugh the ndustry’s evolution —
which is sure o accelerate even
faster in the fubire — requires
management to stay up to date with
technology and customer demand.
In many cases, the successiul
enfreprensur may even need o
venture beyond signage and proffer
complementary products that
underscore a customer's logo. Of
course, there’s no nesd o “re-
imvent the wheel” and expend labos
and material costs teaching staff
how to operate new equipment oo
accommacate new prodocts — an
experienced, dependable subcon-
tractor can praduce such collateral.
In this column, Jeremy Schaller,
the owner and general manager of
Write “Way Signs, which operates a
Torrington, CT-based praduction
facility and recently opened a New
Milford, CT sales office, celebrates
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Fifty years ago, Tom DeVita, Peter Pino and Fred “Cogkie” Pratak t

“It's smarter for a business to perform the work it does best

and hire others for the rest.”

from ledf)

sparted thelr painting coats, ready for a hard day of work, The trio founded Rite-Way
Signs (now known as Write Way) in Torrington, CT. Eventually, Pino and Pretak pursued
their own ambitions and started their own Connecticut-based shops, and DeVita operated
Write Way for 33 years before selling to Charles Schaller, Pretak's nephew.

the shop's 30 years of existence
and reflects on the past, but mostdy
waxes enthusiastically about the

COmpany’s long-lerm prognosis,

Lineage

In 1956, three signpainters — Tom
DeVita, Peter Pino and Fred “Coolde”
Pretak — joined forces and founded
whar's now knowmn a5 Wite Way
Signs. They handpainted the lon's
share of signs throughout their native
region of northwwest Conmectout,
Many of Write Way's (under the orig-

Befule 1!1& Ihﬁ of Lniqut pl‘inﬂrl:g‘.*s alprmhel soup lexicon of dpi arrrl HIPs me Hrhe'lil'a.j'taarﬂ
handpainted this canvas bannes (sarry, no pictures of the bathing beauties were availatile).

S0 SIGNS OF THE TIMES [ MARACH 2006

inal ewners, the shop's moniker was
"Rite-Way,” which Schaller atributes
o “the 1950s style of marketing™)
ariginal signs comprised wood panels
decorated with acrylic-latex painds,
and vehicle graphics created with
letrerng quills and striping brushes,

Az sach of the founders became
more ambitiows and skilled in his
craft, Fino and Pretak eventoally
established their own shops in the
Constitution State, and DeVita oper-
ared the shop until 1989, when he
sold the business o Charles Schaller,
Pretak's nephew. Ten years later,
Schaller's son, Jeremy, took owver the
business. Afier several years In
Portland, OR, working as a freelance
graphic destgner, he relished the
opporunity to head east and
rekindle his passion for signage.

“It was an exciting homecorming,”
Jereny saic. “My dad was planning to
shut the business down and just retire,
and T thought it would be a shame o
let the shop's tadition die. I'd worded
a summer in the shop, which had
sparked my interest in signage. 1 reall
enjoyed the work and was excited
about the oppariunity o come badk.”




Artist for the 250th Anniversary Coin
PETER A. PINO

Peter A. Pino was born in 1922 in Asti, Italy and
was educated in art school in northern Italy. His
work has been commissioned in Italy, France,
Venezuela and Argentina. In 1954, Pino emigrated
to the United States where he lived in New York
City and worked as a cover designer for a New York
magazine firm. Pino moved to Torrington, Connec-
ticut a year later, where he established his own
business, In 1977, Pino was commissioned (o do
a larger-than-lifesize fresco of the resurrected Christ
by 5t. Joseph Church, Winsted, Connecticut.

Pino chose the design for the celebration of Tor-
rington's 250th Anniversary to focus on the home
and birthplace of abolitionist John Brown, a part
of Torrington's past. The other side of the coin
foctises on Christmas Village, established in 1947,
becoming synonymous with Torrington's present.
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Coin manufactared by Barker Specialty » Cheshire, CT




Peter Pino chosen to serve as
lorrington’s Italian Mayor of the Day

TORRIMGTON »> The '
rington Chapter of UKNICE
NATOINAL and the City of
T-:'r]'r'lr'l;.';lr.'lll. A EI!'-:_IIJ-." to an-
nounce Local Italian born
Artist Peter Pine Italian
Mayor of the diy.

Pino was born in 1822
in Asti, Italy, He was edu-
cated in Art School in Morth-
ern Italy. His artwork has
been commissioned in Italy,
France, Veneruela, Argen-
tina and the United Btates.

In 1945 Pinw applied for
a visa to immigrate Lo the
United States, where his fam-
il lved in Mew York .
took nine leng vears for his
application to be granted.
Peter arrived in the United
States on Oct. 12, 1954, He
worked as a cover designer
for a Mew York company "Ii-
vagandoe." In 1954 he moved
to ‘Torrington and worked
far the Torin Haml.fu.-:_'l.urj,ng
Company. In 1956, he laft To-
rin wnd started his cwn busi-
neas, Peter Pino Advertizing
and Art Servica,

Pino married his wife "‘rI.[I-
ria, in Movember 1971
hiwe one son, Dr. Paolo A,
Fine, Chiel Specialist of In-
factious Disaa who iz al-
filinted with Morwalk Medical
Group, in Norwalk. Dr. Fino
and hiz wife Cristina, have
two sons, Lorenze and Mat-
e Pino.

Pino, & well-known Litch-
fleld County artist and sign
painter, haa restored many
religious statues throughowt
Connecticut. His work ean
B found in Torrington and
argund the world.

The Columbuzs Day Cel-
ebration will be held O )
beginning at 8:30 am. ; -
lumbus Square with the lay-
ing of the wresth and raising
of the Kalian flag. Followed by
a ceremony starting at 9 am
at Torrington City Hall, Ehat
will inchade the raising of the
Ttalian Flag, slgning of Procla-
mations by the Italian Mag
of the Dy in the Meyor's of-
fiee followed by entertainmient
wnd refreshments in the audi-

Peter Ping

torium, This year entertain-
ment will be provided by the
MNutmeg Ballet Dancers, the
Amiei Singers, and

[talian music for listen-
ing pleasurs, The public is in-
vited to attend and celebrate
this very specinl duy with Pe-
ter Pino a very special gentle-
eriel who served his commu-
nity through his Arts. Any
questions may be directed to
Peggy Hobehkiss, Torrington
Chapter of LTNICCE at 860-6011-
EROE,

Through the years, paint-
ing signs for advertislng pur-
pose in the field of commerce
represents Me, Pina's main
work in Torrington. How-
ever hia most challenging
work has been the painting
of miirals in churches, halls,
theaters, and statuaries
Among the works that have
ghven Ping international rec-
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spumante, the emble

ezpnting Saint Secondo,

the patron salnt of Asti, Pino

designed the logo for the

eoins and mugs for the 260th

Anniveraary of the

Torrington, He also restored

the murals on the i

of the Yenetian R

in Torrington, a

designing the bag lelrr

the Miss. Co iy
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and in 1968 he 1r||:|1|n|:||--r] his
work with a hand crafted N
vty Lh..!l was disployed for
- in Street in
n anrmgrun In
wuinted o 10-foot
mural of Cl on the wall
abowe the Altar of Saint Jo-

seph Church in Winsted,




